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ABSTRACT

The sensory evaluation of 7 commercial snack products showed that the most preferred product
was potato chips, followed by prawn crackers, popcorn, seasoned squid, fish snacks, puffed snacks, and
nuts, respectively. The differences of preference ratings were apparent when the perceptual maps were
created; region, age and gender were the major factors influencing consumer preferences for the seven
representative snack products. Consumers in northeastern and northern Thailand preferred fish snacks
and seasoned squid while consumers in central and southern Thailand preferred puffed snacks. Nuts
were most preferred by southerners. Compared to two older groups, those who were 12-22 preferred
puffed snacks; those older than 35 preferred popcorn, seasoned squid, and nuts to fish snacks, when
compared to other younger age groups. In addition, males preferred nuts more than females did.
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