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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe and compare emotional quotient of first- year and fourth- year
undergraduate nursing students in Prince of Songkla University. The samples were 106 undergraduate nursing
student, 53 first-year and 53 fourth-year in academic year 2003. Research instrument was mental health department’s
emotional quotient assessment tool comprised good, intellectual, and happiness domains. Data were analyzed
using the SPSS version 10 and range, arithmatic means, standard deviation were obtained. Comparison of means
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by independent t-test was performed using the same software. The results showed that the first-year and fourth-
year nursing studen’s emotional quotient were higher than the normal means of mental health department. In
good domain of emotional quotient, they had higher means too. In intellectual, and happiness domains of
emotional quotient, they had higher than the normal means or less than the normal means in some items. The
fourth-year student’s emotional quotient was higher than the first-year students, but it is not statistically
significant.
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