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Evolution and Differentiation
of Natural Rubber-Based
Agrarian Systems in the Western Part of
Songkhla Lake Basin

Somyot Thungwa'
Sirijit Thungwa’

Abstract

This study aimed at understanding dynamic behaviors of natural rubber-based agrarian
systems in the western part of the Songkhla Lake Basin. Both recorded information and interviews
were used to analyze the data. The interviews were obtained by classifying the study area into
different agro-ecological zones. Their history and evolutionary processes were analyzed in order to
select the best representative farms for further study. It was concluded that existing agricultural
production systems had not dramatically changed for more than three decades. There were no
serious agricultural crises that abruptly changed the production relationship.  Agricultural
modemization in Thailand especially in rice and natural rubber production, was a result of
increasing trade with the world economy after the end of World War I. However, economic
linkages with the world economy created differences between groups of natural rubber growers in
the region. The differences were decided by productivity of family labour and the relationships
between plantation owners and their workers. . :

v This study suggests ways to develop natural rubber-based agrarian systems at farm,
regional, and national levels so as to maintain sustainability of the systems by (1) developing
primary market infrastructures, (2) increasing domestic consumption of natural rubber, (3) increasing
added value of natural rubber and its related site efficiency (4) developing farmer’s organizations,

(5) improving quality of rubber sheets to respond to the future international demand, (6) reducing

prices of physical, biological and chemical input through government policies, (7) reducing the
emigration rate. of the population in natural, rubber-based agrarian society by increasing support
for farmers who have less capacity for accumulation, and (8) developing natural, rubber-based
cropping systems adaptable to farmers' short-term objectives. ' —

Key Words : agrarian system, farming system, natural rubber, agrarian system dynamic,
differentiction, sustainable development
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