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Differences between the Sakai and Thai Languages :
Phonological Systems

Maneerat  Chotikakamthorn *
:Puttachart Dh. Potibal 2

Abstract
The objective of the comparative study of phonology between the Sakai language of Satun and
the Thai language is to show the characteristics of the Sakai language , one of the languages in
Austroasiatic family , which has a high tendency to be extinct. Sakai people are a minority population
living in the South of Thailand and the North of Malaysia. There are fewer Sakai groups nowadays ,
owing to their traditional way of life and their lack of permanent settlement , including thé social and
cultural influences from outsiders. The results of the comparative study are as follows.There are 22

consonants in the Sakai language / ptck? ph c"k"bd gchomnnlwj/ and 21 consonants

in the Thai language / ptck 7 ph "k bd fshmn nlrwj/. There are 4 consonant clusters
in the Sakai language / pl bl kl khw / and 11 in the Thai language / p! pr tr kI kr kw phl phr khl khr
khw /. 13 final consonants occur in the Sakai language: /ptck?chmnnnwij/ ,but 9 final consonants
occur in the Thai language / ptk?mnnwij/.

As for vowels, the Sakai language has 15 single vowels : 9 clear vowels and 6 nasalized
vowels and there is no difference between the length of vowels. On the contrary, in the Thai language
there are only 18 single clear vowels and there are differences between short and long vowels, which
consist of 9 short vowels and 9 long vowels. The Sakai language also has 5 diphthongs

" /ie icia wa ua / but the Thai language has only 3 /ia wa ua /.
Pitch in the Sakai language is not phonemically distinctive. It depends on the characteristics

of consonants occurring in syllables while the pitch or tone in the Thai language consists of 5 tonemes.

Key Words : Difference , Sakai-Thai , Phonological System

! M.A.(Linguistics), Department of Western Languages, Faculty of Humanities and Social
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