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Association between Social Structure and Diffusion

and Adoption of Innovations

Kriengsak Pai:tamarakha1

Abstract

A society must change at all times whether quickly or slowly. Social change has an
effect on human-beings to the extent that they will have to adjust to the new environment. The
invention of a new technology (innovation) is one of the causes of social change. When
information diffuses through the social system it will lead to the adoption of new technologies.
The rate of natural diffusion or induced diffusion of‘ information through sbcieties depends
upon the social structure. It can be doncluded that there is an association between social
structure and diffusion of innovations. In a society with modern norms the diffusion‘ rate will be
faster leading to faster social change. In a society with traditional norms the diffusion rate will
be slower leading to a slower spéed of social change. In consequence, a study of the speed of

diffusion of innovations can predict the social structure of a society.

Key Words : association, social structure, diffusion, adoption, innovations

1M.Agr.Sc. (Agricultural Extension); Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Development, Faculty of Natural
Resources, Prince of Songkla University
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