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Abstract

This research is intended to determine the factors which relate to drug and narcotic addiction. The
study focuses on the roles of family, peer groups, and individual traits. Thirty subjects were drawn from the
clients in the Southern Drug Dependence Treatment Center. The data was collected using interviews. Content
analysis, percentages and arithmetic mean were used in data analysis.

It was found that the initial factor leading to the use of addictive substances was imperfect families.
This included families in which the parents frequently quarreled with each other, families with divorce
problems, families with deceased parents or parent, families in which the parents did not have time to take care
of their children due to job obligations or financial problems, and families in which the parents were partial
to certain children. However, most problems were instigated more from the father than the mother. Besides,
the time during which the family was in trouble coincided with the time when the children were in their
childhood and adolescence, the period in which the children needed company and friends. Lack of family

- warmth led the children to seek compensation from friends. However, due to improper rearing, the children
lacked skills and critical judgment in selecting friends and readily complied with their friends, irrespective
of the consequences. Children were most likely to become addicts because of family strife coupled with the
children's personality such as imprudence, defiance and impetuosity as well as lack of love and pride in family.

It was suggested in this study that more attention be paid to the family and that family strength be
promoted.

Keywords : drugs and narcotics, families influence, peer groups influence, individual personality,
Southern Drug Dependence Treatment Center, clients
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