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Abstract

This article claims that Chindamani is a textbook that provides knowledge of the Thai language as
well as illustrates verse forms, which are beneficent for novices of the art of Thai versifying. Chindamani
was written in the reign of King Narai the Great (1656-1688). It is the first written text that equips learners
with instrumental knowledge of versification. Its author gathered and categorized the knowledge which was
already prevalent in the process of verse production and reception. It is taken for granted that application
of such knowledge to achieve communicative success is the task of responsible practitioners.

Because Chindamani was written during the time when the Thai language underwent a drastic series
of sound changes, it seemed likely that its author may have been aware of these changes which resulted in
the discrepancy between written and spoken word forms, especially those found in 'Klong', a type of verse
with tonal constraints on certain specific syllables. The 'Klong' has contained specific tonal constraints ever
since its inception as oral literature. The author of Chindamani attempted to preserve the original verse
forms by citing illustrative verses from literature of the early Ayudhya period, the period before the language
underwent sound changes. For example, the verses were taken from Lilit Phra Law and Mahachat Kham-
luang. In practice, to cope’(with the discrepancy problem, Ayudhya verses composed after the time of
Chindamani made use of 'Ek Thot' and 'Tho Thot' instead; that is, the first tone mark (May Ek) and the
second tone mark (May Tho) were used to maintain the constraints on forms rather than the constraints on
. sounds. A close examination of Chindamani may help us decide the time when Ayudhya literary works
were composed.

Key words : Chindamani, the Ayudhya literature, sound changes, 'Ek Thot' and 'Tho Thot'
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