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Abstract

This article deals with color categories of the Sakai, a gathering-hunting tribe in the Southern border
of Thailand. Their language is in Kensiu group, Northern Aslian branch of Austroasiatic family. The purpose
is to prove that color categorization is associated with a people's ways of life and perception of the environ-
ment around them. Cards of 218 colors were used to elicite color terms from a Sakai female informant. It is
found that in Sakai there are only 6 basic color terms, i.e. psl.tau'white', bol.t&k 'black and dark color',
po.huy 'bright red', ta.hoii ‘pink, orange, light purple and relative presence of red' har ?si 'yellow and
relative presence of yellow' and bol.?uil 'green and light blue". There is no specific color term. It is interest-
ing to note that there are two of "'red" color terms, i.e. p3.huy for bright red and ta.hofi for pink, orange,

‘light purple and relative presence of red color. Scale of color evolution and color conceptualization in Sakai
are hypothesized. It is concluded that Sakai color categorization are closely related to the ways they live and
perceive the environment around them. These conclusions are supported by some ethnographic data des-
cribing their simple life and the important role of the red color in their culture.
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