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Abstract

Thonburi was a fortified port known during the Ayutthaya period under the name 'Bangkok,’ a
place where foreigners congregated. It became the capital during the Thonburi period. At present, it is
only part of the Bangkok metropolis, situated on the left bank of the Chao Praya River. Since the Ayutthaya
period, various ethnic groups have settled in Thonburi. Thai Muslims in Thonburi have ancestors of diverse
ethnic groups : Persian, Arab, Javanese-Malayu, Chamic-Khmer, Indian-Pakistani-Bangladeshi, Chinese,
and Thai.

Muslims are settled into a community, with a mosque as its community center. All religious activities
and social obligations, particularly those relating to education, are centered around the mosque. Every
mosque has an Imam as its religious leader and community administrator. In effect, one mosque means
one community. Nowadays there are 20 registered mosques in Thonburi. Many mosques are more than
100 years old. These include Thonson, Kudicharoenphat, Kudikhaw, Ban Semdet, Tuk Daeng, Suan Phlu,
Bang Or, Bangkok Noi, Haroon and Wat Ko Mosques. Based on their different religious beliefs and prac-
tices, Muslims in Thonburi can be classified into 2 groups : Shi'ah and Sunnah. Although they subscribe to
different sects of Islam, these two groups of Muslims are confined by the same Islamic culture, and thus
co-exist in peace in the society. Their ancestors have contributed greatly to the country by lending service
in administration and restoration of the country's independence. \

Current changes in Thai society have, to a certain extent, affected the Muslim ethnic group in
Thonburi. Socially, it can be claimed that the Muslim communities in Thonburi remain intact; like those
in a rural society, close relationships among community members are maintained. Culturally, there are
changes among Thai Muslims in Thonburi; many are now returning to the way of life strictly in line with
the teachings of Islam. These cultural moves inevitably cause some conflicts and pre-judices against the
Muslims; nevertheless, they still adhere to the Islamic faith.
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