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Abstract

This research is intended to investigate the spread of narcotics and drug abuse among the youth
in southern border provinces, and the relationship between the youth’s backgrounds and their drug
experiences; to compare factors related to drug use between youths from formal and non-formal educa-
tion systems, between Buddhist and Muslim youths, and between the youths with and without drug
experiences; to determine factors leading to drug addiction among such youths; to investigate the extent
of drug abuse in the past, at present and in the future, and to find causes of drug abuse, distribution
means as well as its prevention and suppression.

Through stratified random sampling, the samples of this research were 965 youths from the
formal education system, 523 from the non-formal education system, and 240 government officers in-
“volved in drug abuse prevention and suppression, and drug treatments. :

It was found that drug experience correlated with the youth’s age, sex, education level; fellow
household members; parent’s occupation; experiences with friends who smoke, drink, or experiment
with drugs; number of peers who smoked cigarettes, and occurrence of domestic disputes, significantly
at the level of .05.
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On comparing the youth from formal and non-formal education systems, differences were found
with respect to thrill-seeking personality, familial closeness, independence from peers, perceived difficulty
in purchasing drugs in the community, and exposure to drug information via personal contacts, signifi-
cantly at the level of .05. No significant differences were found among other variables. There were diffe-
rences between Buddhist and Muslim youths with respect to attitude toward drugs, independence from
peers, perceived difficulty in purchasing drugs in the community, perceived difficulty in purchasing drugs
at school and in the immediate surroundings, and exposure to drug information via personal contacts,
significantly at the level of .05. No significant differences were found among other variables. On compar-
ing the youth with and without drug experiences, differences were found with respect to thrill-seeking
personality, attitude toward drugs, familial closeness, peer pressure, perceived difficulty in purchasing
drugs in the community, perceived difficulty in purchasing drugs at school and in the immediate sur-
roundings, significantly at the level of .05. No significant differences were found among other variables,
however.

Stepwise regression analysis revealed that peer pressure to take drugs was the chief factor
responsible for the variance of drug abuse among all youth groups, significantly at the level of .01. Other
factors included thrill-seeking personality, and attitude toward drugs, although with different ranking of
importance in different groups. In addition to the three factors above, perceived difficulty in purchasing
drugs in the community was another factor responsible for the variance of drug abuse among Muslim
youths, significantly at the level of .05.

Drug prevention personnel expressed their opinions that drugs abuse at present is more severe
than in the past and seems to be inclined to increase in the future due to the complexity of the society, the
family, personality, and drug effects. Drug abuse has spread by various means such as having the youth
as pushers, exploitation through seniority (teacher/student, senior/ junior students) to force the youth to
push or try drugs, throwing a drug party, mixing drugs in consumer products as well as using state
authority to justify drug production. Drug prevention and suppression may stem from the family in
which parents act as good role models, or it can be done via mass media, state mechanism such as legal
measures, and anti-drugs groups or organizations. Responsible personnel at all levels should coordinate
to help drug addicts and to cope with other drug consequences.

Keywords: drug abuse, border provinces, Buddhist and Muslim youths, family relation
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dumuellasanedisy  Bndiunisacldiunns
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wnuasigmnduuazuanszuuldoy laawiums
WrTedludine sninguszasAuainiise
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el 1 uaamdnlszindoanes (Regression Coefficnents) lugdazuuu
Ay (b) WATAZUUUINATFIY (Beta) mmﬂwwmmmasuw
ngAnssuMstEnasEanAaveaanuaze¥Y (Y) 1agiinms
Suneiuvudluduneu (Stepwise)

fade b  Std.Error Beta t Sig. R?change
X, 633 047 477 13493 .000 355
X, 217 041 189 5278  .000 041
X, 082 019 148 4387  .000 019
Arpsf 437 069 - -6.303  .000
F  =138.160, R = .645, R = .416, R* = .413, Std Error = .311
3, 583 adj

RneTei 1 udash TedefignAaidan
whaguiangRAnITuNSIENEITIENARYRIANLAZ
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.355) ypdnawaauinig (X ﬁammsnaﬁmﬂlm

Jaaaz 4.1 (R? change = 041) UaTAnARARETT
LEWER (X) mmsnaﬁmﬂmeu"lmansaﬂa» 1.9 (R
change = .019) shutlseiuliawnsadhluaiuny
woRnTIIMIEENARTBLAnuAz e RNl
ptnifeinAynuaddfiszay 05 laignidan
dldadune
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andnrandnuazamulsadrllsdniam lay
flenduuAnfandunusi@onn (R = .645) in
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L d
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A 13 o A o
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mnafl 2 wanemiilszinBanasy (Regression Coefficients) lugilnzuuy
Ay (b) waTAzLUMINATZIY (Beta) yesiladefimansneie
wgfnssumstlannsaninvesnguanuaziensulussuy
Tsadou (V) Tas3imaimnsviuvuduiuneu (Stepwise)

flode b Std. Error  Beta t Sig. R?change
X5 611 .050 .446 12.158 .000 .329
X2 .099 .021 .166 4,735 .000 .040
X1 .206 .044 176 4,683 .000 .023
fmofl  -454 074 _ -6137 000

F = 125.338, R = .626, R? = .392, R? = .389, Std Error = .342
3, 583 adj

annanNrsaluniselune laun msrauliaasan
SENARIINREY X) Foaunsnndundls Sauas
32.9 (R? change = .320) WAARABETIEWAR (X)
dannaiuiatulédate: 40 (R change =
.040) uasyAdnnrauYME (X) 113008 U1E
Wntilaanaga: 2.3 (R? change = .023) &
Hesedufmlafnwliaausodnluafuranginssw
ArsaEnTanAaranAniasiantuluszuulsaGay
WatuldathoiteinAgnadafssu 05 3align
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wazitnluszuulseSaulaiaear 39.2 (R? = .392)
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sauaadluaned 3

nmTefl 3 uasedh thdafignAaiden
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WARRADESENER (X ) dansnaunaRaulann
$atar 1.1 (R? change = .011) dautledeufiala
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a3l 3 uaasmnlszansonnes (Regression Coefficlents) Tugdazuun
AY (b) UAZAZUUUINAIFIY (Beta) maﬁ]wunmmmaﬁuw
NQANTIUMILENTILANAAVRINGNLANLAZLE I BUNBNIZ Y
Badou (V) Taoddmsdnnsiuvuiuduney (Stepwise)

fade b Std. Error  Beta t Sig. R?change
X, .681 051 557  13.347  .000 433
X, 249 .046 224 5.371 .000 .052
X, 051 019 109 2710  .000 011
Al -.422 078 -5.386  .000
F =110.314, R = .704, R® = .496, R* = .492, Std Error = .243
3, 336 adj

ndladn tadeiadafnunriones &
Wevaatfadefsniuaiurenginssunsianans
wnAnzadfnuaseruuanszuulssSaulaated
UsBngnm  TnedrrdndsAndandunusidony
(R = .704) wiandndminillailasanan
FNT0ATUNENOANTINANILANEITIENARYDILAN
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Lﬁuwm‘lunaumnua..wnwnuummamw'ﬁ A
tLama‘lummn 4
RNmINA 4 uami Tedefignidan
WafurangANTINASIENEITIENRATBIANLAE

A L o as &
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43.0 (R® change = 430) wazyAINAWTBUYIIMY
(X) mmsnaﬂmﬂwau‘lmansaam 3.5 (R change
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o 4 a vy |, ge oo e aad
vudarmaumnaintulsadrefidadAyneadan

(Y3 a g 1 v -3
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' &y o o & & o
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e A 1 b - =3 -3
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ERY LY -
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a e 3 o  w a
ﬂszﬁ‘nﬁmw‘[mﬂﬁmauﬂizﬁﬂﬁﬂwauwuﬁ’aowu (R

a1l 4 uanamidnlssansannes (Regression Coefﬁcnents) 1unlﬂzu,uu
AV (b) WATASUMMINAIEIY (Beta) -umi]wu'nmmmaﬁma
wqmnssumsmwmsmwmmmmnumwnwﬁuunamaumnﬁ
) Tagiimadnnsiuvuduiuney (Stepwise)

ilady b  Std.Error Beta t Sig. R?change
X5 728 .064 557 -11.312 .000 430
X1 222 .052 .21 4,283 .000 .035
AAsfl -.305 085 -3581  .000

F . =121.874, R = .682, R’ = .465, Rzm

2,281

= .461, Std Error = .295
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mneft 5 wanemlszintanaey (Regression Coefficients) lugilnzuun
- v d
Au (b) wasAsUMINATEIY (Beta) vosiladenmansnading
o=\ A U
wqﬁnswmstﬁwm‘mwmmmLﬁmmzwnwwnﬁamam
a C-Y-| a < 5 .
saa (V) lagdimsdmnsiuvmiutiuaou (Stepwise)

flade b Std. Error  Beta t Sig. R?change
X5 493 067 381 7.392 .000 292
X2 119 .025 .233 4.829 .000 .068
X1 .221 .060 .186 3.658 .000 .032
. X‘5 .,1 .067 .033 .098 2.033 .043 .00
ARSI -.638 115 -5.553 .000

F, 0" 48.424, R = 633, R? = .400, Rzadj = .392, Std Error = .304
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