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Abstract

This cross-sectional study aimed to investigate the problems in attaining specialist positions of the
supporting staff in the Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University. The subjects of this study were
179 medical and admiinistrative staff with PC level 6 or above. The data was collected using a questionnaire.
The results were as follows : 1) Most of the respondents were medical supporting staff, married, with an
average of 14 years of experience working in government sectors, and most holding a Bachelor's degree.
2) Most respondents understood the specific criteria and publication requirements for the attainment of
specialist positions. Most of them also had an experience being readers, and planned to pursue advance-
ment. 3) Their main problems included (a) too much workload, (b) lack of adviser, (c) lack of knowledge
in research methodology, (d) lack of research questions, and (e) lack of experience in writing academic
papers. There were no significant differences regarding the problems of the medical supporting staff and
those of the administrative staff (p>0.05).
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