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Abstract

The main objective of this stady was to investigate evolutionary patterns of natural resources
management in Thale Noi fishing community. Qualitative enquiries were employed in the study. Data were
collected by means of reviewing existing literature on history of the area and Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA).
RRA techniques employed included transect walk for mapping, observation, and indepth interview of key
informants and elders using semi-structured questionnaire,

Four evolutionary periods were found: (1) prior to 2500 B.E., natural resources were used mainly
for subsistence livelihoods, with a state-preserved area of 6,110 rai for preserving aquatic animals; (2) 2500-
2515 B.E., the utilization pattern was for semi-subsistence livelihoods and the environment began to degrade;
(3) 2516-2530 B.E., the resources utilization pattern appeared in the form of a combination of maximizing
benefit from the resources and for commercial purposes; environmental pressures increased and the govern-
ment began to introduce a conservation approach of resources management (4) 2531 B.E.-present, the com-
munity has been affected by severe resources degradation in the earlier period, a integrated management
approach has been undertaken as an attempt to preserve the balance of nature.
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