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Abstract

In the age of globalization, the expansion of capitalism and free monetary system, which are new
forms of power of the economic SUperpowers, Co-o0ccurs with cultural colonization. At present, Thailand
is facing more pressing problems than in the past, and the solutions seem to lie beyond her grasp. The
country’s educational management disregards the majority of the people and does not actually promote
learning. However, there is hope that a person may, informally and unremittingly, pursue education
throughout his life. Spiritual rejuvenation through the realization of the value of life is just as indispens-
able to coping with problems as is knowing what lies behind such problems.

Thai poetry of this era can be claimed to be the outputs of poets who foster social wisdom and
impart their awarenesses of value and realization of problems. Its major themes include: 1) the value of
Nature which nurtures life and shapes the perception of mankind, 2) the value of culture and virtue,
particularly that of the rustic way of life, and 3) social awareness based on faith in the value of mankind.
The poems under study share the same gist: an attempt to understand life and to shed light on the value
of humanity on which the readers are invited to ponder.
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