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Abstract

This research aims to examine 1) the status
oflocal cable television stations in five southernmost
provinces of Thailand, 2) their business and public
roles and 3) the constraints of local cable television
stations. Findings from this study could be used for
supporting and developing the local cable television
organizations. The research draws upon primary
sources including opinion survey and in-depth
interview of entrepreneurs and staff of 12 local cable
television stations in Songkla, Satun, Pattani, Yala
and Narathiwat provinces. The statistical analysis
and the assessment of individual cases in this
research substantiate a number of conclusions.
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This study yields of three major findings. First,
among 12 local cable television stations, four
stations are located in Songkla province and five
stations are medium business competency.
In addition, six stations are registered as a Limited
Partnership and generate most of their incomes from
membership fee. Second, 19.3% of entrepreneurs
identify their television stations as business
organization. In terms of content, 54% of all
broadcast programs are entertainment program and
50% of'local cable television stations produce their
own local news programs. Third, this research shows
that the local cable television stations are confronted
with the following obstacles: high competitive
business between the local cable television and
satellite television stations, lack of skilled staff to
create program, unmotivated personal and the new
strict regulations on local cable television business.
It is also important to note that the entrepreneurs
should create diverse programs for community.
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