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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the factors affecting decision making on tapping
methods, the puncture and traditional, and also to compare the differences of those factors involving
2 rubber farmer groups using each method. Both qualitative and a quantitative investigations were
evaluated by interviewing 137 farmers from both groups, 56 using the puncture method, and 81 using
the traditional method.

Results showed that major factors affecting decision making on puncture method were: the size
of the rubber plantation, the number of labor units available, economic status, and difference in age and
education. They decided to use puncture method after receiving the information from sales representa-
tives and talking to their neighbors who net income had increased from increasing tapping period and
labor problems being solved. The opinions of the rubber farmers on the puncture method were concluded
as follows: Benefits: They strongly agreed that the latex was less contaminated and latex production was
more constant all year round. Labor: No skilled labor was needed and tapping could be done during rainy
days, and less labor was needed giving them more time to do other activities. Practice and risk: More
investment was needed and it might affect the texture of the rubber trees, in the long run. Information:
They received information on the puncture method from sales representatives and their neighbors.
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By comparing the differences between the puncture and traditional methods from our studies,
results were concluded as follows: Bio-physical factors: The differences in the life span of the rubber
trees and latex production were statistically significant (P < .01). Economic factors: The differences in
the net income, sizes of plantation, and labor units were statistically significant (P < .01); the differences
in the net income, total household income, and number of labor units were statistically significant (P <
.05). Social factors: The difference in age and education of the household leaders were statistically signi-
ficant (P < .01). Psychological factors: The difference in their opinions on benefits, labor, practice and
risk, and information were statistically significant (P < .01).

Keywords: Decision Making, Method of Tapping, Puncture Method, Traditional Method,
Rubber Farmers
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