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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to analyze the general feature and to synthesize the findings of
the master's degree-theses in educational administration from Thai universities written during 1985-1994
of which the location studied is the south of Thailand. The samples are 353 selected master's degree-
theses from 10 universities. The instrument for data collection is an inventory of features of the theses,
then the data are analyzed statistically by a percentage.

According to the synthesis of the findings, the research content can be divided into 7 categories:
administrative process, school administration, administration by the tasks of the education office's
administrators, administration by committee, educational leadership, supervision, and other administra-
tions.

1) As for an administrative process, it has been found the most studies investigate Gulick and
Urwick's POSDCoRB. This administrative performance is mainly high. Considering the performance of
every variable, no difference is found overall.

2) As for the school administration, it has been found the most studies investigate 6 tasks. These
six tasks are moderately performed but highly expected. The administration perform school business
administration more than other tasks.
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3) As for the administration by the tasks of the education office's administrator. The synthesis of
the research findings shows the most of the District Education Officers perform moderately in two ways:
(1) in the form of three-centers including information and planning center, service and coordination
center, and follow-up and evaluation center, (2) in accordance with the structure of the education office's
administration that is divided into 3 sections-general administration, academic planning and evaluation,
and educational activities.

Mostly, the studies about the administration by the tasks of the Chief of District Primary Educa-
tion deal with 6 tasks: academic affairs, staff personnel administration, school business administration,
student personnel administration, school building and facilities, and school-community relations. Overall,
their performances in these six tasks are moderate.

4) As for the administration by committee, it has been found that most theses study about the
Provincial Primary Education Commission, followed by the District Primary Education Commission
and school clusters. Their performances are investigated according to the tasks specified by the Office
of the National Primary Education Committee. Overall, the performances of these three committees are
moderate.

5) As for educational leadership, it has been found that most theses investigate the characteris-
tics, leadership styles, and behavior of the leaders.

The investigation of the leader's characteristics is mostly about his morality, human relations,
personality, leadership, competence, while that of his leadership style is whether he is a autocratic, a
democratic, or an laissez-faire leader. The administrators and teachers prefer a democratic leader to
others. As for the leader's behavior, two dimensions are studied most-initiating structure and consider-
ation structure. The administrators have a high level of both dimensions of the leader’s behavior.

6) As for supervision, it has been found that most theses study are internal supervision, followed
by supervisory activities and performance of the supervisors, respectively. All of them are performed
moderately. The supervisory activity preferred most by school administrators is a meeting.

7) As for other administrations, it has been found that most master's theses investigate the
quality of education concerning 3 processes: administrative process, supervisory process, and instruc-
tional process. For quality development, the administrators perform highly in the administrative process
and instructional process, but moderately in the supervisory process.
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