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Abstract

This article based on the research that has
explored the relationships between community
ecosystems and ways of life in the context of modern
development, especially searching how these
relationships are manifested in the changing physical
characteristics of their vernacular houses.
Methodologically, using qualitative methods
including a holistic approach to the study of tradition
and change, three Buddhist Thai communities
of Songkhla Lake Basin were selected for comparative
study: Thale Noi community in Phatthalung
Province, Krasae Sin and Chingco communities
in Songkhla Province. Five traditional Southern Thai
Houses of each community were selected as
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a sampling for study. The results found that,
the characteristics of their vernacular houses
of Songkhla Lake Basin in Southern Thai context
display micro-scale differences which are
significantly determined by the differences
in community ecosystems which were effected
by governmental modern developments.
The traditional communities and their dwellings
were transformed to be a new characteristic
of Southern Thai communities related with way
of life underlie the emergence of hybrid economic
and socio-culture. So, the vernacular architecture
is not only a portrait as art and culture but it is living
culture. However, kinship ties, their Buddhist beliefs
and experience of adaptability reinforce the existent
of local identities.

Keywords: adaptability, buddhist Thai community,
dynamic, local living, Songkhla Lake
Basin, Vernacular House
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