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Patani Autonomy?: When the Minority
(People) was Surrounded by Nation-State
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Master Degree Student of Thammasat University
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Abstract

The calling for “the Special Administrative
Zone” in the southern border provinces of Thailand
is a political proposal which has long been debating
since it was expected to solve the conflict between
the secular modern state and the Malay-Muslim
minority. This essay emphasizes on reviewing the
concept of “Autonomy” and “the People” of
minority that exist in a modern nation-state, by
considering the status of Malay-Muslim in “Patani”
in the southern border province. The essay also
explores some ambiguities such as incongruence
between nation and people, the contradiction of
minority desire between living in nation—state and
establishing their own political community.
Moreover, this paper considers look into discourses
of minority problems which bring about different
minority movements.

Keywords: autonomy, Southern Border Provinces,
minority, people
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