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Artifacts with Brahmanical Influences in Southern Peninsula of Thailand

Abstract

This research of artifacts with Brahmanical influences in Southern Peninsula of
Thailand is intended to examine the historical background of Brahmanism and peninsular
South Thailand. The study is also aimed to investigate the spread of Brahmanism in the
region where the artifacts reflect the Brahmanical influences, and analyses Type of arti-
facts. The research findings indicate that Brahmanism was originated around 2,000-1,500
B.C. in India by the Aryans and barbaric natives who helped evolve all existing beliefs
and myths into Brahmanism. In the late Vedas and the early Great Epic there had been a
more rationalized refom of Brahmanism and lcading to Hinduism. This revolutionary
reform had made the Vedic gods become less important. In the PPurana Scriptures the
importance of Visnu and Siva was enticingly raised to become Greater Gods and Brahma
was then combined with the former two to become the Three Greatest Gods or "Trimurti”.

The southern part of Thailand ranging from Chumphon province to Narathiwat
province is part the Malay Peninsula so-called Southern Peninsula. This peninsular part
is believed to be part of a great land known as Suvanabhumi - the land of gold and
spices. The remaining evidence of its glorious past is still apparent until today. In some
recorded documents by seafarers of various nationals, especially by the Indians, Travel-
ling of the Indian travellers to this region had been steadily continuous by sea and then
landing on the west shores for settlement or further travelling to the east over the trans-
peninsular routes for permanent settlements. The evidence along the routes of the Indian
activities with Brahmanism to this region since the tenth Buddhist century is well re-
corded.

In the areas of Krabi, Phangnga, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Songkhla and
Pattani provinces several groups of artifacts with Brahmanical influences found include
ruins of religious architecture, images of Brahmanical gods, Siva-lingams, Yonis and in-
scriptions. From the architectural and sculptural analyscs, such artifacts can be of various
groups as follows :

Religious architectures can be divided into various groups of Takuapa, Surat Thani,
Sichon-Tha sala, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Sathing Phra and Yarang, most of which were
situated on hills, mountains and plains. Religious architectures arc densely situated in

Sichon District of Nakhon Si Thammarat province.
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Images of Brahman gods - may be divided according to the sculpture of worshippping

images. Upon considering them in terms of sculpture, format and sculptural format in-

fluences, they might be of various groups as follows :

Visnu or Narai are said to be of a Vishnu A group and a Vishnu B group.

Siva or Isavara are said to be of Chola-art influenced Siva and Javanese art- influ-

ence Siva.

Ganesh or Bhiganesh or Ganapati are said to be of Gupta-art influenced Bhiganesh,

Chola-art influenced Bhiganesh and Khmer-art influenced Bhiganesh.

In addition, other worship images are also found, such as Uma of Chola-art influ-

enced, Harihara of Sukhothai-art influence, Goddess holding infants in arm of Pallava-art

influence and Hamsa, a symbol of Brahma, of Chola-art influence.

Siva-lingam, a worship symbol for Siva, are found to be into various groups :

Muka-lingam, Siva-lingam bound with Yoni-base, real-life Siva-lingam and traditional

Siva-lingam.

Yoni-torana base, a worship symbol of Parvati, Siva's consort, are always found

Nire Ffwi siva-li 1- S0 1 5 O nc 1 3 —
paired off with Siva-lingam. Yoni-bases are of various shapes, including those of square

base, rectangular-base, round-base, base carved in layers and carved onto Siva-lingam.

Stone inscriptions in the peninsular South are found 6 in number and all related to

Brahmanism :

those of Pallava-Sanskrit scripts, of Pallava-Tamil scripts, of post Pallava-

Sanskrit scripts and of Khmer-5anskrit scripts.
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