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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the commercial history of wrought iron forging of Nam Noi
community, factors supporting this folk handicraft production, commercial elements of wrought iron forging in
Nam Noi Community and factors causing the decrease of the forging career of the residents in the community. Data
were collected by interviewing 83 samples who were relevant residents and experts on wrought iron forging in the
community. The findings indicated that wrought iron forging at Nam Noi community has been made by Chinese
migrants for 180 years. The factors supporting this folk handicraft derived from the abundant resources of iron ore in
the community, convenient transportation and their uniqueness in forging procedure. Hence, the products with high
quality were famous among the consumers. However, there were several factors that resulted in the decrease of the
career. The entrepreneurs lacked the management skill. Moreover, there was no development in producing techniques
and patterns of the products in response to the market’s needs. Finally, the members were not interested in passing
the knowledge and skills to the new generation.
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