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Abstract

This research sought to answer the following questions: 1) why were some Thai laborers discharged by the
Malaysian government, while other were allowed to work there?; 2) what was the impact of the problem on the
concerned group as well as the Thai government?; and 3) how did the Thai government deal with the problem?
The investigation involved qualitative data collected from 14 key informants and quantitative data from 392 Thai
laborers. The study showed that the dismissal of some Thai laborers was due to Malaysian government’s strict
regulations regarding illegal labors. Only those who had legal work permits would be granted permission to work
there. As a result, a significant number of Thai laborers in Malaysia have been sent back home, and are now
unemployed. In response to the unemployment of these laborers, the Thai government has had to initiate job
programs to support them. There has also been a demand for a decrease in the high cost of living and increase in the
minimum wage.
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