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Human Ecology and Evolution of Agrarian Systems .

in Sathing Phra Peninsula, Southern Thailand.

Somyot ThungwaI
Abstract

The focus of the study is on the dynamics of human ecological system in Sathing Phra
Peninsula of Southern Thailand. The data were collected mainly from secondary sources
including semi-structured interviews and household case studies. Household case studies were
aimed to analyze the existing farming system in the area. The findings showed that the change
in environmental condition of agrérian society could be divided into three stages : (1) traditional
farming representing the combination of crop production, animal raising and fishing at
subsistent level, (2) expansion of market economy in which- more cash-oriented production
was evidenced through the expansion of rice growing area and intensification of sugar palm
activities as well as fruit and vegetable production and (3) mral—industrial integration with the
increase in industrial development followed by the crisis of traditional agrarian system

The following recomendations were made to direct the development of the area (1)
mcreasung of reproductibility of soil fertility to improve the existing cropping systems in the area,
(2) improving the quality of sugar pam products, (3) increasing the eﬁcuency of sugar
production “stove, (4) improvement of labour productivity in palm sugar prodction through
technologies which could reduce working time and risky task of palm climbing and (5) finding
out the development strategies which. could improve smali-scale farming effectively and
continuously.

Key Words : human ecology, agrarian system, farming system, socio—economic evolution, sugar
palm, rice

' Docteur Ingénieur(Agro-économie); Department. of Agricultural Development, Faculty of Natural Resouces,

Prince of Songkla University -
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