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Capitalist Development and Changes in Village Community:

A Survey with Some Observations

1
Wattana Sugunnasil

Abstract

This article attempts to make a survey of studies and research on relationships between
capitalist development and changes in village communities of rural Thailand. Of particularly
relevant are those that give visibility to the impact of world capitalist development, the
structural differentiation of village community, and the ideological role of of state intervention.
Theoretical approaches, empirical findings and practical implications of these studies are
highlighted and critically discussed. It is contended that despite efforts by many scholars to
situate local changes within a broader socio-economic transformation process, too much
emphasis has been paid to the structural effect of capitalism at the expense of local dynamic
and adaptability. It is further suggested that a shifting focus and more attention on the role of
human agency in change and transformation process of village community within a context of
current - restructuring of global and national capitalism are urgently needed in order to

understand and to meet the challenge of the current rural crisis.

Key Words : capitalist development, rural structure and change, village community,

rural society, rural classes and local differentiation, state and agrarian change

'Ph.D. (Sociology); Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
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