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Abstract

This evaluation research of the Southern Development Project (SDP) aimed to (1) examine the opera-
tion outcomes of SDP whose varibles could promote a better understanding among Thai Muslim residents;
and (2) to find which variables were the constraints in implementation of the SDP's work plans in 1997,
notably consisted of 5 work plans : social-psychological plan; assistance to people plan; plan for accelerating
quality of life; plan for protection of people and resources, and public relations plan. Then, all the work plans
were converted to 5 independent variables respectively as follows : delivering knowledge; giving assistance;
establishing growth and modernization; securing confidence, and developing positive attitudes. These causal
variables of a better understanding of Thai Muslim residents were investigated. Through a purposive

- sampling method, Thai Muslim residents under the SDP operations in 1997 (2 units in Yala, 4 in Narathiwat,
2 in Pattani, 1 in Satun, and 1 in Songkhla, total 10 units) 35 residents in each unit were drawn to answer the
3 part questionnaire : first was general background information; second rating scale questionnaire specifying
the SDP outcome and promoting a better understanding among Thai Muslims, and third comments and
suggestions. Fortunately, 353 residents participated in this study. The data were computed for frequency,
percentage, correlation coefficient, and stepwise multiple regression analysis. As a result this study indicated
2 findings : (1) variables of passing on knowledge, giving help and assistance and building up growth and
modernization were found to enhance the promotion of a better understanding among Thai Muslims;
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(2) nevertheless, securing the confidence and building the good attitude to bureaucrats were not. Finally,
it can besaid in a nutshell that the SDP could implement the tangible plans tomaterialize abetter understanding
among Thai Muslims at good level. But it should make the intangible work plans to increase more potentials,
mutually working on the tangible plans toward an effective manner through developing human resource,
systematicity, and social contexts for competence, concerns to each other, sustainable development, and
transparency.

Keywords : Southern Development Project, Thai Muslim, Southern Border Provinces, Internal Security
Operations Command 4* Region, 4" Army Area, enhancing a better understanding
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