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Abstract

Islamic Studies and Muslim Studies are two different academic enterprises. While the former
studies Islam as a religion emphasizing its sacredness and faith among the believers, the latter focuses on
the Muslim in social, economic, political, cultural and historical contexts. To explore "Muslim Studies"
means to provide academic space thatis conducive to critical analysis and innovative theories. As a result,
the idea of a "radical social science" which chooses to reposit humans as the center of study is advanced

- as a critical methodology appropriate for Muslim Studies. The problem of "Alterity" which will arise in
Muslim Studies should be creatively addressed by underscoring the human quality of the object of study.
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