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Abstraét

The objective of this research was to investigate factors affecting further study at lower secondary
classes in primary schools, under Expanding Education Oppor tunity Preject of Thai Muslim youths in four
southern border provinces (Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat and Satun). Through a multi-stage stratified random
sampling method, a total of 451 samples were drawn from prathemsuksa six students who graduated
during the academic years of 1993-1995, comprising 183 students who concurrently studying at lower
secondary classes in primary schools under the Expanding Education Opportunity Project, and a sample
of 268 youths who graduated from prathomsuksa six during the same period but did not further their
study. Both groups of students were interviewed along with their parents. The research instrument con-
sisted of two sets of structured interview form, constructed and furnished by the investigator. Data collec-
tion was conducted, using interview method, by primary school teachers who can s peak Malay dialect. Data
were analyzed by using percentage, Pearson's product moment correlation and discriminant analysis.

From the analysis\of all factors considers, it was found that demographic factors (male, younger
age), economic factors (parents’ occupation as worker, and lower productivity), psychological factors

" (youths' attitudes towards learning and conforming to peer), and environmental factor (inconvenience of
travelling to school) significantly affecting further study at lower secondary classes of Thai Muslim youths
in the four southern provinces at .05 level. No relationship was found for social factors. When all factors
were considered separately, it was found that demographic factors, economic factors, psychological factors,
and environmental factor significantly affect further study at lower secondary classes of Thai Muslim
youths in four southern provinces at .05 level. However, no relationship was found for social factors.

Key words : quality of education, quality of life, population education,
Thai Muslim youths in four southern border provinces, Lower Secondary Education (LSE)
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