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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate the social, communicative, economic and psychological
characteristics of farmers who raised crossbred beef cattle; and to the identify correlation between these
characteristics and their influences on the farmers' adoption of crossbred beef cattle. The study area was at
Tambon Koh Taew and Tambon Thung Wang, Amphoe Muang Changwat Songkhla. A total of 151 out of
189 farmers were interviewed and selected using the proportion stratified random sampling method.

The results of this study indicated that the farmers displayed moderate adoption of crossbred beef
cattle. In correlation analysis, if was found that the social, communicative, and economic characteristics of
farmers such as education, group membership, awareness of relevant information, urban contact, farm
holders size, family income, family labour, level of indebtedness, attitude towards the adoption of crossbred

-beef cattle and level of motivation prior to raising crossbred beef cattle had a significant positive correlation
with the adoption of crossbred beef cattle. However, the age of farmers and their attitude towards livestock
officers had no correlation with the adoption of crossbred beef cattle.

Multiple regression analysis revealed that farm holders' size, awareness of relevant information,
level of motivation prior to raising crossbred beef cattle and level of indeptedness significantly (R? = 0.35)
affected the adoption of crossbred beef cattle.
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