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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to study the roles of the Masjids concerning the religion,
education, society, economy and the politic in both rural and urban areas, 2) to study the relationship
between the level of knowledge and the economy of Imams with their roles, and 3) to'study the Muslims'-
expected roles in the future of Masjids in the three Southern Border Provinces of Thailand.

In this research, the researchers have selected samples of the targeted population in the three
southern border provinces, namely Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat by collecting data from 278 samples,
133 samples from the rural areas and 145 samples from the urban ones. The targeted population are 35
Imams, 59 committee members of the Masjids and 184 sabburuses (the members of the Masjids).

The researchers have presented the analytical result in the from of diagram with three types of
statistics, namely : percentage, Chi-square-test (x*-test) and Gamma (T).

The result of the research are as follows :-

1. Both the Masjids in the rural and urban areas have the same religious roles. Most of them are
in the moderate level.

2. Most of Masjids in the urban areas have the same educational roles at the low level while most
of the Masjids in the rural areas play the educational roles at the high level.
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% 3. Mostof Masjids in the urban areas play social roles at the moderate level, but in the rural areas,
most of the Masjids play roles at the high level.

4. Most of Masjids in the rural and urban areas play the same economic and political roles. Most
of them are at the low level. '

5. Thelevel of religious knowledge of Imams in the rural and urban areas relating to the religious
roles of the Masjids is different. Most of Imams in urban areas who have the moderate degree in the reli-

, gious education play the religious roles at the high level, while the Inams of the rural areas who have good
religious education play the high roles in religion.

6. The level of religious knowledge of the Imams in rural and urban areas relating to the educa-
tional roles is different. Most of the Imams in the urban areas who play the high level of education are those
who have the moderate level of religious education while in the rural areas, most of the Imams who play
the high level of education are those who have the high level of religious education.

7. The level of religious knowledge of Imams in both rural and urban areas has been the same in
relating to the social roles. The Imams who have moderate knowledge play the high roles in society.

8. The level of religious knowledge of Imams in both rural and urban areas has been the same in
relating to the social roles. The Imams who have low level of knowledge play the high roles in society.

9. The level of religious knowledge of Imams in both rural and urban areas has become different
in relation to the social roles. Imams in urban areas who have moderate knowledge of Islam play the high
roles in politics while those in the rural areas who have low level of Islamic knowledge play the high roles
in politics.

10. The relationship between the Imams' economic status with religious roles of the Masjids in the
rural and urban areas is the same. Most of the Imams who are in the moderate level of economic status
play the roles in the high level.

11. The relationship between Imams' economic status with the educational roles of the Masjids in
the rural and urban areas is different, Most of the rich (wealthy) Imams in the urban areas play the high
level of educational roles while the moderate Imams in the rural areas play the high level of the educa-
tional roles.

12. The relationship between Imams' economic status with the social roles of the Masjids in the
urban and rural areas is different. Most of the wealthy Imams in the urban areas play the high level of
the social roles. But most of the Imams who are at the moderate level of economic status in the urban
areas play the high level of the social roles.
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