Yorta Yorta : An Aboriginal Language in Victoria

Chailert Kitprasert! and Stephen Morey?

1M.A.(Southeast Asian Languages and Linguistics),
Department of Western Languages, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Prince of Songkla University

1B.A. (Linguistics),
Department of Linguistics, Monash University

Abstract

Yorta Yorta is an aboriginal language in Victoria, which is now a dead language. At present, only one person
can speak the language and is yet trying to pass on approximately 100 words she knows to other Yorta Yorta
descendents, The Yorta Yorta people had no orthographic system. Much of the data about Yorta Yorta people and
their language came from the records of early British settlers, each of whom had his own recording method but
most methods employed were based on the English writing system.

In working out the Yorta Yorta phonological system, linguists have to 'decipher' these variously recorded
data item by item. The reflexes in other daughter languages within the same family attest to their speculation and
interpretation. Although the Yorta Yorta language can no longer be 'revived', such attempts from all the people
concerned are much admired since they reflect awareness in the value of the world cultural legacy.
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