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Abstract

The review of the research results and articles in moral reasoning from DAO, PsycLIT and ERIC
data bases, between 1997-1998, specified to two topics : recent status and trend in the future. The recent
status was separated to the type of literatures, variables, constructions, research methods and conclusions.

The findings of the review are as followed; literatures separating into two types : four articles and
sixty eight research projects, 5.5% and 94.5% respectively. The independent variables were classified
into four groups : inborn status, self experiences and back ground, traits and treatment variables; and
dependent variables were separated into four groups also : morality, traits and cognitives, values and
prosocial behaviors or not. There were ten constructions to measure in moral reasoning and the DIT
(Defining Issues Test) was the most popular to be used. The comparative and experimental research
designs were used more than the others designs. The over all conclusion of the review could not specify
that the persons who had difference in inborn status or personal experiences differed in moral reasoning
but the difference in personality influenced to moral reasoning. The moral reasoning were both effected
and uneffected by the manipulated variables, depending on other factors, such as the type of programs
or the kinds of sample, etc. .
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