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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the evolution of community settlement pattern of
resources tenure, and to explain the utilization of forest resources, cause, conditions and impact of dyna-
mic tenure and land use. The methodology of this study was qualitative, using both primary and secondary
data form various sources. In the two villages of study area, data were gathered by interviews with key

informants, observation, and attending community’s workshops and conferences.

This study devided the evolution of community settlement, resource tenure and resource utiliza-
tion into three periods: 1) 70 year ago the village was a muslim community, and the forest still fertile.
Households and settlements were built on the river floodplains, and swidden agriculture was practiced,
fruit trees cultivated, and rice grown. Many products were also harvested from the forest, and the river
was an additional food resource. The communities were free to utilize all resources as they wished, al-
though the private household did not have permanent tenure. 2)Second period, about thirty years ago the
situation changed, as private property rights began to be established. People from other provinces began
buying land in the area. The forest was cut from the floodplains to the foothills in order to plant more fruit
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trees and para rubber. Many forest products were no longer available due to over-harvesting, After the
para rubber was planted the communities and individuals began to desire tenure, but the government
attempted to preserve the forest through national proclamations which attempted to prevent pioneering,
but these efforts were largely unsuccessful due to concessions of forest for logging and lack of officers to
control the use of forest area. 3)The last period, as a result, the forests were largely cut by concessions,
leading to this era of and of government policies and strategies for conservation. This has had a direct
impact on land use, and created conflict as government attempts to prevent forest settlement and some
group of villagers wish to establish community forests and use the forest productivity sustainably mean-
while, another group wish to exploit forest commercially.

Keywords : communities, evolution, forest land use, ecological history, agrarian systems,
Southern Thailand
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