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Abstract

Tak Bai is a Southwestern Tai dialect spoken in certain areas of Changwat Pattani and Chang-
wat Narathiwat, Thailand, and in Kelantan and Terranganu, Malaysia. In this study the Tak Bai dialect
in Thailand was subgrouped, using the methodology in dialect geography. The subgrouping was based
on the pronunciation of the vowels in the words having the orthographic 1- and 1-; that is, 113 /mazy/,
ey fjazj/, 1d /sasjl, n /kazj/, 14 /khacj/, and U6 /phasj/.. It was found that the boundary between the
Tak Bai sub-groups runs from West to East and is in the south of Changwat Pattani and in the north of
Changwat Narathiwat. There are two Tak Bai sub-groups:

1) The Northern Tak Bai Sub-group. The vowels in the 6 words are pronounced short as [ai].
This sub-group includes the Tak Bai sub-dialect of Ban Choeng-Khao, Tambon Palukasamo, Amphoe
Bacho, Changwat Narathiwat, and all Tak Bai sub-dialects in Pattani except that of Ban Sarawan,
Tambon Talo Krai Thong, Amphoe Mai Kaen.

2) The Southern Tak Bai Sub-group. The vowels in the 6 words are pronounced long as|ai]
This sub-group includes the Tak Bai sub-dialect of Ban Sarawan, Tambon Talo Krai Thong, Amphoe
Mai Kaen, Changwat Pattani, and all Tak Bai sub-dialects in Changwat Narathiwat except that of Ban
Choeng Khao, Tambon Palukasamo, Amphoe Bacho.
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