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Abstract

"Process of Becoming Spirit Mediumship: A Case Study of Spirit Mediumship in Amphoe Muang
Nakornpathom' has its main objective to study the pattern by which an individual transforms to Spirit
Mediumship. Qualitative methodology was used in field study. The concept of self was used to explain
the transformation of ordinary individual to Spirit Mediumship. Then Dramaturical Approach of
Goffman was used to explain the confirmation of the self of the Spirit Mediumship and the belief of the
clients. The process of becoming Spirit Mediumship was divided into 3 stages. At the first stage, the
factor that had forced individual to enter Spirit Mediumship, was illness which had become the turning
point of the individual's decision to become Spirit Mediumship and the process of self transformation
also occur by the interaction with the significant other. The second stage was that of entering Spirit
Mediumship in which participating in the formal inaugural ritual and consulting spirit teacher made the
individual become a complete Spirit Mediumship. The Third stage of maintaining Spirit Mediumship
status, in which frequent interaction with the Clients was very important in maintaining the Spirit
Mediumship status.
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