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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to identify Humanities and Social Sciences Students’ problems in
reading English and their causes, and to set guidelines for content improvement and better teaching-learning
management of the course “English Readings in Humanities and Social Sciences”. The subjects were 275
students from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla University who enrolled in
this course. The research instruments were a questionnaire on the students’ background information and
their opinions about reading and about this course together with a test on six reading skills concerning con-
text clues, sentence study, main ideas, details, interpretation and inference.

It was found that the students generally had positive attitudes towards English, reading and this
course, but they spent very little reading time out of class. Regarding reading ability, the students as a whole
performed poorly. Their poorest skills were those in inference and determining context clues; interpretation
and finding main ideas were the second poorest whereas their best skills were comprehension of sentences
and details. Humanities students performed significantly better than their Social Sciences counterparts in
all skills.

Keywords: Humanities and Social Sciences students, problems in reading English,
reading skills
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