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Abstract

It is important to assist and protect those who
have fallen prey to human trafficking. In Thailand,
most victims are foreigners are not able to communicate
in Thai. In the fact-finding process which seeks to
assist the victimized and to prosecute the perpetrators,
interpreters play a vital role. By examining their
roles and working conditions as well as the problems
they encounter, this study aims to contribute to better
preparation and training of interpreters in Thailand
and to the betterment of the system in which these
language professionals are called upon to function.
A review of relevant literature and interviews with
twenty individuals involved in the process, including
social workers, police officers, lawyers, interpreters
and victims, revealed how closely interpreters work
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with the interdisciplinary team. The role of the
interpreter is found to vary according to the context
and the expectation of those who call upon his or
her skills. This study indicates an urgent need for
improvements in the number and quality of
interpreters, in contact and coordination systems,
and in the remuneration they are presently offered.

Keywords: interpreting, trafficking in persons,

trafficking victim protection
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