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Abstract

This research describes: 1) the social and economic background of Kluai Hin Banana farmers, 2) their
production and distribution characteristics, 3) the production function and the technical and economic efficiency
of the banana production 4) cost and return, and 5) problems and threats for its production and marketing in
Yala Province. Data from 64 Kluai Hin farmers which produce this banana on at least 1 rai as a single species
was analyzed descriptively and quantitatively. With respect to the social setting, it was found that the farmers
are on average 46 years old. Most of them followed primary education and have operated their production for
about 8 years. The average planting area is 1.85 rai. The average production is 2,325 kg per rai per year and the
product price is 13.4 baht per bunch of banana. The production factors: suckers, manure, chemicals, and labor
are statistically significant to the output. However, suckers, manure and chemicals are applied at lower levels
than what is known to be optimal. To improve the economic efficiency, the use of these factors should be
increased. Meanwhile, the labor input is higher than necessary and this can and should be reduced. A cost-
return analysis shows that the total return from the production is 22,240 baht and the overall cost is 18,755 baht
per rai per year. The net return is about 6,200 baht, and the profit is about 3,485 baht per rai per year. The
problems are: the change in banana trading from counting bunches to per kilogram, and a lack of coorperation
among farmers and less support of the government.
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