RESEARCH ARTICLE

Investigating Pronunciation Problems of French Vowels by Thai

Learners

Theera Roungtheera
ML.A. (French Studies), Lecturer,

Deparment of Western Languages and Linguistics,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham University

E-mail: theera.r@msu.ac.th

Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study and analyze the problem concerning the pronunciation of 16
French vowels, and also their causes and suggestions for correction. The data were collected from 10 third-year
French major students who are studying in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham
University. Each participant was asked to read a list of 98 French words. The result shows that there are 733
errors from 1,480 utterances. The possible causes of mispronunciation are the interference from Thai as their
mother tongue and English as their first foreign language as well as the complexity of the pronunciation of
French vowels. Regarding their correction, it is important to study the articulation of each vowel, to use the
minimal pairs, to compare the French vowels to some Thai vowels which have a similar sound and which the
students may use to pronounce or to correct each badly pronounced sound.
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