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Abstract

This study explores the current practice of teaching and learning in Strand 3: Matter and Properties
of Matters regarding the opinions of elementary science teachers. The subjects of this study consisted of
twenty elementary teachers from ten large elementary schools in the Second Educational Area, Nonthaburi
province. Two teachers from each school were selected by their administrators or academic departments
and answered a questionnaire about their opinions of science teaching and learning process, teaching
method, educational materials and evaluation in Strand 3: Matter and Properties of Matter. The data was
analyzed using frequency and percent. The results showed that 85 percent of the teachers were female
and 55 percent of them were 51-60 years old. Moreover, 95 percent of teachers graduated in Bachelor
degrees and 40 percent of them had teaching experience for either less than 5 years and more than 15
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years. The teachers had a variety of opinions about science teaching and learning process, teaching
method, educational materials and evaluation. Most of them agreed that their students have knowledge
of science, but have different learning abilities. They also disagreed and were unsure if students have
prior scientific knowledge. Equal number of teachers agreed and disagreed that students are capable and
incabable of managing their own learning in science. Almost all teachers agreed that learning science is
aresult of the teacher’s explanations. For teaching method, most of the teachers taught by giving examples,
practicing exercises and doing experiments. A few teachers taught by using games, models, problem
solving, and inquiry. With regard to educational materials, most of the teachers used textbooks, hands-
on materials and laboratory equipment. None of the teachers used transparencies and overhead projectors in
the classroom. For evaluation, most of the teachers used performance tasks, multiple choice tests, and
open-ended questions. A few teachers used journal writing for evaluation purposes.

Keywords: elementary science teachers’ opinion, properties of matter
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