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Abstract

This article aims at examining the overall picture of the contemporary Thai literature during 1977 and
2004. It is found that two major factors that gave literary impetuses were consciousness of social responsibility
and the value of the wisdom in the Thai context. These two factors contributed to the writers’ critical questions
about changes that affected the systems of relationships between man and man as well as between man and
nature. In addition, they criticized the decline of beliefs in the supernatural, the traditional concepts that have
long sustained society. At the same time, most of their works attempted to convey desirable values.

The hidden core values of these works are those of the eastern philosophy, particularly, that of Buddhism
and the folk wisdom rooted in traditional rural culture. Such thoughts point to the present of the past, still very
lively in public consciousness. These literary artists think that it is essential to protect these values and instill
them into the public by using certain forms to compose their materials in order to stimulate reflection. Although
some of these works appeared in experimental forms, their seriousness to create intellectual and spiritual force
can be discerned. As a whole, one can say that the valuable and profound literary creations of this time have
challenged the audience’s consideration.
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