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Abstract

The issue of conflict in southernmost provinces, Thailand is a chronic problem that several
governments have attempted to resolve. Academics, politicians and military leaders have expressed their
opinions on ways to resolution, but day after day, acts of violence still occur. From research and document
analysis done by the King Pradjadhipok Institute, and from experiences in exchanging ideas through either
deliberative dialogue or citizens dialogue, done by listening intently to every side and every opinion, we
have summarized the following: the conflict in southern Thailand stems from the desire of the ethnic
Malay-Pattani people to preserve their unique language, religion and culture which they share. There is
evidence of, and an expressed desire for separatism, but it is probably not the view of the vast majority of
those in the region. The state must understand that Game Theory will probably have a part in creating a
united front and trust building measures. The life of every citizen whether Buddhist or Muslim which
become the capital cost of the game theory need to be reduced effectively. The process of deliberative
discussion or citizens dialogue in the region creates true participation, gives people an opportunity to look
after their own lives and property, and gives the people a chance to have a role in building peace. Most
importantly, the state must listen attentively with empathy not sympathy to create trust and repair
relationships between the state and the people by revealing the truth. The state must create justice with
compassion through both legal means and social justice. There will never be peace unless that peace is
founded on justice.
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