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Abstract

This research investigated students’ interest in heat and thermodynamics contexts. A questionnaire was
constructed and administered to 154 high school students in Bangkok. They were asked to indicate their degree
of interest in learning more about a particular context on the Likert scales and to explain the reasons for their
interest. The data from the questionnaire analysed with the use of T-test to identify the contexts by comparing the
interest between and within context groups: The findings revealed that the students showed high interested in the
contexts of Thermal Imaging Cameras, Global Warming and Greenhouse Effect, Aircraft Machines, Solar Cook-
ing, Different Planets: Different Temperatures, Fire Walking, and Maintaining Body Temperature respectively
and lacked interest in the contexts of Mapping Today’s Weather, Sea - Land Breezes and Thermostats. There is
no significant difference between boys’ and girls’ interest in these contexts. Students’ interest in each context
depends on the context itself, not on the context groups or types. The patterns of context that interested them
involved:1) those with impacts on their life, 2) energy saving, 3) useful and applicable issues in their daily life,
4) how things work, 5) new knowledge and technology, 6) unbelievable events to capture their imaginations and
7) topics or situations unknown to them before.
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