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Abstract

This action research aims to develop the learning process of all stakeholders in a primary school. The
research enhanced knowledge of solid waste management among the stakeholders. The study focuses on factors and
conditions facilitating and obstructing the learning process. The target group included 48 students of the cleanliness
protector club, ten teachers, two janitors and one trader. The principles of the learning activities held from November
2003 - August 2004 comprised the participation, horizontal relationships and direct experience through : 1) workshops
on solid waste issues, 2) a study visit on solid waste management to Ban Phru and Hat Yai municipalities, 3) an AIC
activity for solid waste reduction project, 4) a study visit of solid waste reduction management project at Municipal
School 1, Muang district, Songkhla province, 5) a summary of the learning activities and 6) the cleanliness protection
club. Data collection methods included interview, participant observation and focus group.

The development of the learning process increased the stakeholders - knowledge, understanding, attitudes
and practices concerning solid waste management. The target group had positive attitudes towards the solid waste
management activities. A decrease in the quantity of solid waste in the school was also evident. A solid waste
reduction project was initiated in the school, especially the recycling one. The factors and conditions facilitating the
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research process are as follows: 1) the school Top manager - policy, 2) learning-by-doing approach, 3) horizontal
relationships between the researcher and the students, 4) the involvement of all social groups in the school. The
obstacle of the process comprise: 1) the school hierarchical structure, 2) time discontinuity in the process, 3) lack of
sustainability of incentives for the students’ involvement.
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