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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the use of the Internet for academic purposes among instruc-
tors at Prince of Songkla University Hat Yai and Pattani Campuses and to study the impact of individual and societal
factors and factors associated with innovation and communication on their Internet usage. 301 instructors were
surveyed. Data analysis suggested that the majority of instructors surveyed spent less than six months in making the
decision to use the Internet for academic purposes. Instructors were found to use the Internet mainly for research,
communication and as a learning and teaching tool. The most frequently used Internet service was the World Wide
Web. The majority of the sample used the Internet between the hours of 12:01 pm and 4:00 pm, during their free
time. Most instructors made use of the Internet between two and seven times per month and for one to two hours at
a time, mainly from their offices. A significant problem the instructors experienced while using the Internet for
academic purposes was low connection speed. Variables such as sex, Faculty and the complexity of the Internet were
found to affect the use of the Internet for academic purposes among instructors at Prince of Songkla University. The
instructors’ level of education, income, Department, interpersonal communication style and mass media did not
affect their use of the Internet for academic purposes.

Keywords: adoption, affecting factors, innovation, university instructor, Internet, Prince of Songkla
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